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Join us Memorial Day Monday, May 29, from 8 am - Noon, for 
our fun-filled Pancake Festival and the Annual Veterans Memo-
rial Ceremony at Webb Lake Park.   Lively Dixieland music will 
entertain us while friends and families enjoy delicious pancakes 
and sausages prepared by the RB Kiwanis Club, together with 
fruit, yogurt, juice, and coffee.  Children will enjoy decorating 
paper hats with red, white and blue stickers and glitter, having 
their faces painted, and being awed by a balloon artist!  
A $20 donation will provide the opportunity to paint a ceramic 
tile, which will be glazed and fired, then mounted on our tile  
mural wall outside the RB History Museum.  The lucky door 
prize winner will receive a hammered sterling silver necklace,  
earrings & bracelet handcrafted by a local designer, and there  
will be tables full of fabulous raffle prizes to win! 
Tickets are $8 – FREE to veterans, active military, and children 
under age 3 – and may be purchased in advance at the Museum 
or at the event.  Begin Memorial Day with us for a hearty   
breakfast, then take a short stroll to the Veterans Memorial  
Ceremony at 11 am.  If you would like to become a sponsor  
for the event, please visit our website for details.  

We have recently added a temporary exhibit at the RB History 
Museum about the Rancho Bernardo Time Capsule. This exhibit 
was curated by our collections manager Peggy Rossi. 
In December 1989, the Rancho Bernardo Historical Society was 
asked by Promontory Associates to join them in creating a time 
capsule, meant as a promotion for the opening of the Promon-
tory office building which stands above the intersection of West 
Bernardo Drive and Rancho Bernardo Road (those big round 
buildings). On December 5, officials from the Promontory, the 
board of the Historical Society and members of both the  
Rancho Bernardo community and the Poway community  
gathered to bury the time capsule. A contest was held among  
students at Painted Rock School to write essays about why they 
loved their community. Six winning essays were included in the 
capsule, and four are on display in the exhibit at the museum. 
Other groups that contributed items to the capsule were the 
Poway Unified School District, Rolling Hills Elementary School, 
Gerber Preschool, St. Michael’s School, Twin Peaks Middle 
School, Rancho Bernardo Chamber of Commerce, Westwood 
Boy Scout Troop 681, the RB Community Planning Board, Sena-
tor Pete Wilson, San Diego County, State Senator Bill Craven and 
Council member Abbe Wolfsheimer. 
The 100-year time capsule is buried on the east side of the  
Promontory Building, facing out over our community. It is  
to be opened in 2089. 

Annual Pancake Festival
In Support of Veterans
By Jane Harmon

A Time Capsule View of  
Rancho Bernardo

The Promontory buiding off West Bernardo Drive and location of the  
Time Capsule on the East side of the building shown in the inset photo.



Directors Message
By Ted Oatway

We have been very busy this year but it would be easier with a few more helping hands. 
There are many volunteer positions that only take a few hours each month; from sort-
ing through our collection, to helping plan events, or even becoming a docent. If you are 
interested you can contact us at rbhistory1@gmail.com anytime.
April marked the 100th Anniversary of the United States entering World War I. It is  
an honor to remember our early residents who served in that war. Visit the museum to  
see our new display about the war and if you have any information about the men and  
women who served please drop us a note. Our Historical Insert in this issue  
commemorates this milestone as well.
Our permanent Wall of Honor display is where we proudly show photographs of the men 
and women of Rancho Bernardo, and adjacent areas, who have served our country. Each 
year, at the Pancake Festival, March 29th, we invite all who served to bring a photo of 
themselves in uniform, so that we can make a copy of it to post on the Wall of Honor.
Another new display at the museum is about our very own Time Capsule. The exhibit 
talks about the creation of the time capsule, what it contains, the building it sits behind 
and the large piece of art that sits in front of the building. See the article on page one.
Also new to the Rancho Bernardo Historical Society is a magnificent painting of Juan 
Cabrillo’s flag ship, the San Salvador graciously donated to the Rancho Bernardo Historical 
Society by Richard DeRosset. See the short article on page three about Mr. DeRosset.
We also just posted to our online archive, over 1000 photographs of early Rancho  
Bernardo dated between 1962 and 1974. These photos are in addition to the many  
photos we already have online at http://rbhistoricalsociety.pastperfectonline.com/ 
Select Advanced Search and enter Catalog Number 2015.29.* (don’t forget the little *)
Last, but not least, we are truly grateful to all the volunteers and donors who spend time 
and money to provide valuable resources needed to preserve history for future generations. 

Presidents Message
By Nancy Canfield

We are always busy bees at the Rancho Bernardo Historical Society and Museum. 
Three cheers for our outstanding volunteers – board members, archive workers, docents, finan-
cial supporters, grant and personal donors!  You are what the RB Historical Society is all about, 
we would not be here without you.  Watch for your invitation to a special thank you Reception 
at the Museum.  In particular, we’d like to single out these outstanding contributors:
Congratulations to Tom Cook, 2017 Hall of Fame Inductee and the RB Historical Society 
is most thankful for more than a decade of dedication to grow the Society and the History 
Museum.
Hats Off to Volunteers – congratulations to Peggy Rossi, our volunteer of the year, for all 
her excellent work in the archives and collections, and everywhere she’s asked to help.
Our volunteers, under the leadership of Jane Harmon, are responsible for creating our 
12th annual Pancake Festival.   Mark your calendars, for this signature event on May 29th at 
Webb Park, where we honor our Military. Three times a year, The Rancho Bernardo  Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, #VFW 3766 honor those who protect and serve, and at this time we at the RB 
Historical Society wish to showcase their dedication by serving them a free Pancake Breakfast.  
We also wish to call attention to these fine men and women who continue to serve, long after 
their tour of duty is passed.  
Thank you all.
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Mr. DeRosset was born April, 1953 in Boston, Massa-
chusetts. At the age of nine, his family moved to La Jolla, 
California. Richard’s mother was an artist for the Walt 
Disney Company; so it is understandable where his artist 
skills originated. He did not, however, begin painting 
until 1977.
In addition to this painting of the San Salvador for the 
Historical Society, Richard’s major ongoing art project is 
contributing to the restoration and beautification of the 
San Diego’s Veteran Museum in Balboa Park. In the San 
Diego’s Veteran Museum, he has painted seven wall mu-
rals (which took 5 years) and donated a fine collection of 
individual paintings to the museum. He has been selected 
as the official artist of numerous associations, galleries 
and museums nationally and internationally.   
It is no surprise that Richard DeRosset has become one 
of the most sought after maritime artists in the nation.

The Casa de Las Campanas Retirement Community and the 
Rancho Bernardo Historical Society are working together 
in two areas.  The Society along with the San Dieguito 
River Park are sharing history panels and displays for their 
Heritage Appreciation Program.  Since Christmas, the Casa 
History Committee has installed a permanent 1,000 year 
Bernardo History Time Line panel in the South Build-
ing, and additionally, a Heritage Corner display which will 
change each month in a high traffic location under the Bell 
Tower. Shortly Casa will install a Heritage Overlook panel 
(shown below) on a balcony at the top of the North Build-
ing, attached to their largest meeting hall. From that point 
residents and many guests can see the sites of Native Village 
1000 BC, Old Bernardo Station Bridge 1919, 

The “Heritage Overlook” at Casa de Las Campanas
By Tom Cook

San Salvador Painting
by Richard DeRosset

Coast-to-Crest Trail (4 miles), Rancho San Bernardo House 
(1837), Rancheria Massacre (July 6, 1837), Sikes Adobe 
(1870), Old Spanish Road (1830), Stage Road (1887-1912), 
Kit Carson Reports (1846), Town of Bernardo (1872-1920), 
Mule Hill Battle Field 1846 (6 miles), General Pico Capitu-
lates (December 10, 1846), Californios Forward Position, 
Great Flood (1916) and Old 395 Road.  These 15 historic 
sites represent our Rancho Bernardo Heritage.
For the last quarter century, a residents’ committee at Casa 
has maintained files of in-house bulletins. media and news 
clippings. Recently the Casa Historical Committee upgraded 
to the same software system used in our museum. A meeting 
was held to secure our expertise in developing and sharing  
its database. 
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On June 28, 1914, a Serbian nationalist assassinated an  
Austro-Hungarian archduke in Sarajevo, Bosnia. One month 
later, Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia. The conflict 
quickly escalated into a global war, pitting Germany, Austria-
Hungary and the Ottoman Empire, known as the Central  
Powers, against the Allied Powers of Great Britain, France,  
Russia, Italy and Japan. 

The United States originally declared itself neutral, but joined 
the Allied side in April 1917. Originally known as the World 
War, the Great War, or the “War To End All Wars,” it came to 
be called World War I when World War II began.

It was the war that introduced the machine gun, chemical 
weapons and trench warfare to the world, creating a scale of  
destruction unseen up to that time. Almost nine million 
soldiers died on all sides, with 21 million wounded.  Of 4.7 
million U. S. soldiers who served, 117,000 were killed with 
204,000 wounded.

In November of 1918 various members of the Central Powers 
agreed to an armistice. The war officially ended with the Treaty 
of Versailles, signed in Paris on June 28, 1919.

At least 140 men who lived in Rancho Bernardo served in 
World War I. That figure was the total number of members of 
Rancho Bernardo Barracks no. 1089, a branch of Veterans of 
World War I of the U.S.A., an organization composed of men 
who served in the war. 

The Veterans of World War I of the U.S.A., Inc. was organized 
by War I Buddies in 1948, uniting  those who served honorably 
in the Armed Forces of the United States during the period of 
World War I beginning April 6, 1917 and ending November 
11, 1918, Armistice Day. It also included those who served 
in Siberia from November 11, 1918 to July 1, 1921. Among 
Americans, 4,734,991 men and women participated in the  
First World War. The VWWI was incorporated by the 85th 
Congress on 18 July 1958. 

This Special Edition of Historic Rancho Bernardo commemorates 
the 100th Anniversary of US entry into World War I. 

Poster courtesy of the Library of Congress
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The RB Barracks no. 1089 was formed in February 1965, and 
so many attended the initial meeting, they had to move the 
next meeting from a club room to the Seven Oaks auditorium.
The members were officially called “Buddies.”

As part of our exhibit, we are gathering the names of all Rancho 
Bernardo residents who served in World War I. We are also  
creating short biographies of each person. As they are written, 
we will add them to a binder on display at the museum.  
We hope to have a biography for everyone completed by  
Veterans Day in November, if not sooner.

Included now in the binder is a list of all the names we have 
found, along with some biographies. We will also be featuring 
individuals in the display window, and this display will change 
each month.

If you know of other individuals in RB who may have served, 
please let us know and we will add their names. If you are 
personally related to one of these servicemen or knew them, 
we would love to hear from you. Please visit the RB History 
Museum, at the Bernardo Winery to see the list of names.

“Historic Rancho Bernardo” is produced by Peggy Rossi for the  
Rancho Bernardo Historical Society

Poster courtesy of the Library of Congress



THANKS TO OUR 2016  
PANCAKE FESTIVAL SPONSORS

VOLUNTEER WITH US
Become a Museum Docent
Contact: 
Jane Harmon at 858-775-5788

A NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM - RECEPTION
We will be holding a member recognition reception, “A Night 
At the Museum’’, Sunday, June 11 at 5:30 PM at the museum.
We will honor our Corporate, Life Members as well as Bench 
& Cornerstone and Brick, Paver Donors. This is an invitational 
Thank You celebration for all our donors and special members.
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Rancho Bernardo Historical Society
P.O. Box 27314 
San Diego, CA 92198-7314

SPEAKERS SERIES UPDATE
May 6, 2017 
SD County’s Agricultural Past, Present and Future
Eric Larson is the Executive Director of the San Diego 
County Farm Bureau. He will be speaking on San Diego 
County and its rich history of farming dating back to the 
founding of the Spanish missions.

Past Speakers Available on YouTube search
RB HISTORICAL SOCIETY

For more Information about our Speakers Series  
contact Vincent Rossi, Speaker Series Coordinator  
via the Society email at: rbhistory1@gmail.com 

Platinum
- Windermere Homes  
   & Estates
Gold
- Lexus Escondido
- The Remington Club
Silver
- First American Trust
Bronze
- Casa de las Campanas
- George Cooke Team
- Greenway Lawn Aeration
- Oracle Corporation
- Sierra Pacific Mortgage

Special Thanks
- Albertsons
- Barons Market
- Bernardo Moving & Storage
- Boy Scout Troop 685
- Cafe Merlot
- Nancy Canfield
- Courtyard Marriott
- Del Norte High School Key Club
- Girl Scout Troop 8157
- Ginny Jackson
- Jewel & Vine
- Nancy Layne
- Los Rancheros Kiwanis Club
- Mt. Carmel High School Key Club
- Vons




