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They Didn’t Happen Here
by Peggy Rossi
Thanks to a recent donation to the museum archives,
we now have a copy of the 1962 Rancho Bernardo
Community Plan in a spiral bound book produced by
the San Diego City Planning Department in March
1962. It was
prepared as an
analysis of the
Rancho Bernardo
Master Plan created by Charles
Luckman and
Associates in
January 1962.
A lot of it looks
familiar but then
there are a few
things that never
saw the light of
day. The image
here is one of a
number of maps
in the plan. This
one shows the
planned number
of elementary
schools. It was ambitious. The school sites are indicated by the black boxes. Can you figure out which
ones never came to be? This shows, though, RB was
never meant to be only a senior community
There are a few other items that never happened.
The high school did not end up next to what is now
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Interstate 15 and the college placed next to the high
school never happened at all. Then there was the airport
which Harry Summers later said was never a serious
part of the plan but was only added to attract large
businesses
to what was
then “nothing but rabbits
and coyotes.”
The trailer
park next to
the airport?
Nope. A later
plan showed
the trailer park
near Battle
Mountain but
it still never
happened.
And speaking of Battle
Mountain,
the cemetery
planned for
near there
didn’t happen either. But all of this was part of the
original plan presented to the county and, of course,
approved, which is why we are all here today.
We hope to have this entire report available online
within the next few months so you can see all the
additional details, those that happened and those
that didn’t.
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President’s Message Why We Have a Museum
by Rich Thorpe
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The pandemic shutdown has given me some time to go through our old records. I’m
struck by the tremendous vision, creativity, and determination of society founders to
create the RB History Museum and tell the unique story of Rancho Bernardo.
I won’t try to list them here, but you can see their newly refurbished “bricks”
at the Museum entrance.
They created a repository for early newsletters, photographs, testimonials, and other
records from the community’s first decades. Notable events of that era were the 1964
PGA San Diego Open, Symphony on the Green concerts, and our ongoing Spirit of
the Fourth parade and fireworks. All are recorded in our archives, thanks to volunteer
archivist Peggy Rossi.
Later on, the founders donated funds
for our first 10 x 15 utility shed-turned
museum at the Bernardo Winery in
2005. A few years later, our present
museum was made possible by a fundraising campaign led by past President
Nancy Canfield. She was also instrumental in creating an endowment fund
to help us meet expenses in the
coming years.

Our original museum at the Winery, when
it was just a shed.

So, why did they do all this, and why
do we need to sustain and grow the
museum? First, we get boxes of historic records on a regular basis from
community organizations that have no
other means of safely preserving them
and also individuals who donate RB
items. Peggy archives them for research by future visitors, descendants,
Our first museum and archive prepared for
and historians, but our space is shrink- its grand opening in April 2005
ing. We need to save these records
because understanding our past helps us envision the future.
Second, we bring Rancho Bernardo’s history to life through free monthly lectures at
the museum and Native American cultural presentations to elementary schools (both
to be resumed after the pandemic). The Kumeyaay exhibit we are now developing
will show the story of Rancho Bernardo’s indigenous people.
Third, I think this quote from a child who visited the museum sums it up:
“Thanks for having a museum that tells about where I live.”
During the pandemic, we invite you to visit the museum weekend afternoons and
above all, thank you for your continued support.
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We Are Here! We are Here!
by Nancy Canfield
When the pandemic shut down museums, the devoted
volunteers of the Rancho Bernardo Historical Society
dutifully stayed away. We began Zoom meetings to
discuss what we would do until we could open and
future plans.
Our first effort was to complete the outside of the museum with its lovely new doors, pergola, and overall
façade. Next, we planned and began to work on a new
Native American exhibit and rearrangement of surrounding displays. One of these is our Wall of Honor
where we give thanks to defenders of America so we
all can live free. We plan to update it to a touch screen
(for use when the pandemic has ended) and provide
more space to recognize our heroes of
Rancho Bernardo.
Another favorite display is our Window on the
Community. Previously, for three month periods, we
showcased the Kiwanis, Soroptimists, Lions, Rotary,
and dear old Kris Kringle and seasonal friends.
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Frozen in time, we have been waiting for the opportunity to continue our outreach and invite local organizations to submit their groups for a future display.
Once we were permitted and figured out a safe
method, we began opening the museum on Saturdays
and Sundays, with docents ready and eager to tell
all about the Rancho Bernardo History Museum and
our community. In addition to coming in to see our
displays or being guided by our docents, you can research our community online at home: history, photos,
booklets, brochures, all about the place you call home.
Go to www.rbhistory.org and see if you can spot
someone you know (maybe from your own family)
and the many, many community events.
We are eager to bring back our Pancake Festival,
mudwagon in the July 4th Parade, Cultural Center
at RB Alive, and our newest baby Vines and Vittles!
Meanwhile, content yourself with the museum and
our incredible collections! Hope to see you soon!
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Serving RB’s Seniors
by Peggy Rossi

When Rancho Bernardo development began, it was designed to be home to both seniors and families but when
a financial depression hit early on, the developers started concentrating more on senior communities. Thus RB
became known as a place for senior housing and some still think of it that way. With several senior-only
communities such as Seven Oaks and Oaks North, RB had a need for services that assist seniors.
One group that serves that purpose is Senior Services, currently located in the Plaza Shopping Center.
Did you know that Senior Services has been helping seniors since 1976? Pat Johnson of Senior Services
recently provided the museum with a report created in 1976 by the RB Town Council, relating the story
of the creation of Senior Services
There were 4,500 senior citizens in RB in December 1974 when the concept of a service group was promoted.
By 1976, Senior Services had two offices: one in the Oaks North Plaza and one in the Pomerado Shopping
Center. The list of available services is impressive: telephone contact services, legal and financial advice,
therapy assistance for stroke victims, senior discount information, referrals for home services, insurance
counseling, and Medicare assistance. All of this was done by volunteers.
The group reported financial donations from organizations like the RB Women’s Club, Kiwanis, Lions, Rotary,
PEO, and Seven Oaks Homeowners Assoc. and individuals. Unfortunately, expenses outpaced donations so in
1976, requests for additional funding went out and a call made to hire a part-time staffer. While the report only
covers 1976, we know that funding came through since Senior Services remains a vital part of our community.
While their offices are currently closed due to the pandemic, various services are still provided. You can learn
more about them through their website at www.ranchobernardoseniorservices.com.
And thanks for 44 years of service.

CINCH: Working Together
The Rancho Bernardo Historical Society sends a representative to CINCH (Council for Interpreting North
County History) meetings, a group of North County history organizations. Meeting quarterly, the group shares
information and ideas and brainstorms issues that affect everyone. Our representative for the October meeting
was board member Nancy Canfield. Here is a brief report.
All are having issues with reopening or not reopening. Vista Historical Society is open for limited hours, for
small group tours, by appointment only. The Valley Center museum is not open but projects are ongoing. The
San Marcos Society is open to guests by appointment only. Encinitas reported they are open for two hours on
Saturdays. Everyone is doing regular sanitizing and requiring masks and distancing while special projects keep
everyone busy during these lengthy down times.
San Marcos and Valley Center have started working with the Daughters of the American Revolution and their
Cemetery Records Project. Valley Center has a collection of original cemetery records. You can check their
website for more info on that at www.vchistory.org.
The San Dieguito Heritage Museum spoke of their historic house moving project. Check their website for
information at www.sdheritage.org.
All our local museums are facing difficulties, both logistical and financial. If you can see your way to either
visit or financially support them, they will surely appreciate it.
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News From The Archives
By Peggy Rossi, Collections Manager
Our archive has been closed since the museum shut
down in March but that doesn’t mean we haven’t
added to our museum collection. New items include:
• A brief history of Rancho Bernardo Senior Services.
• The collected papers of Zita Sulzberger, wellknown Rancho Bernardo and Southern California
historian who passed away September 2nd. Zita was
a speaker on local history for the society and many
other community organizations. She was always
ready to share her extensive knowledge.
• The 1962 original Rancho Bernardo Community
Plan (donated by the estate of Zita Sulzberger).
• Three bound volumes of the travel articles of
Al Deahl.
• A selection of Southern California historical books
which will be added to the library collection.
• Two rosters of the Rancho Bernardo Press Club
which will be added to our already substantial
collection of Press Club documents.
We are now back to work in the archives on a
limited basis (barring any new shut-downs). If you
wish to donate items to our museum collection (Rancho Bernardo related items only please), please leave
a message at 858-775-5788 to schedule an appointment. Anyone wishing to research items in our
collection must make an appointment first. Please
leave a message at 858-775-5788, and someone
will call you to arrange an appointment.

Thanks for Helping

Fill out the form below and mail to the P.O.Box noted
below. Or you can apply online at

www. rbhistory.org/support

I Would Like to Become a Member:
❏ Student ($10)
❏ Patron ($100)
❏ Individual ($25)
❏ Corporate ($250)
❏ Family ($45)
❏ Life* ($500)
		
❏ Benefactor* ($1000)
* One time donation. No annual renewal required.
❏ Please renew my current membership
I Would Like to Donate to the Society:
❏ Donation Amount: $_____________________________
❏ Please keep my donation anonymous
❏ My place of business has a matching gift program
Please contact me for details
I Would Also Like to:
❏ Become a Docent		
❏ Volunteer in the museum

❏ Help raise money
❏ Volunteer at events

Please Provide Your Information:
(List both names for Family Memberships)
Name: _________________________________________
_______________________________________________
Address : _______________________________________
_______________________________________________
City:_____________________ State:____ Zip:_________
Tel: ____________ Email: __________________________
❏ My check is enclosed for: $ _______________________
Make checks payable to, and mail with this form to:
RANCHO BERNARDO HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 27314 San Diego, CA 92198-7314
❏ Please bill my credit card:
❏Visa ❏Master Card ❏ Discover ❏ AMEX
Card No: _______________________________________
Exp. Date: _______ / _______ Security Code: ________
Authorized Signature (as name appears on credit card):
____________________________________________
____

Cover of the 1962 RB Community Plan
www.rbhistory.org
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Speakers Series Remains on Hold
by Vincent Rossi
The Rancho Bernardo Historical Society Speakers
Series remains on hold due to the pandemic. We
had to suspend the 2020 season after our February
speaker. At that point we had commitments from
five speakers for the rest of the season. All those
speakers remain committed to come participate once
our normal program schedule resumes. So our loyal
audience will still have a chance to hear Cal State
San Marcos professor Judith Downie talk about
“Brewers, Bootleggers and Bosses: Women in San
Diego Brewing History.” Or Dr. Sandra Bonura
talking about her new book, Empire Builder: John D.
Spreckels and the Making of San Diego. We’ve also
lined up speakers from the San Diego State University American Indian Studies Program, the Midway
Museum and the Flying Leatherneck Museum among
others. They’ll be ready whenever we are. So don’t
forget your Speakers Series when better days return.

Become a Docent and Help Us
Share the History of Our Area.
When we reopen we’d love to have your help.
We thank you for your membership and support. Without it, we could not do our work of
sharing RB history. If you care about history
and enjoy meeting people, consider taking your
support to the next level.
We need docents – those people who greet
visitors and answer questions in the museum.
You will have the opportunity to welcome visitors, not only from Rancho Bernardo, but from
all over the world. Donating a few hours
a month can make a difference, allowing
us to be open more often.
No prior experience is necessary; only your
enthusiasm to share the RB legacy. Training
will be provided. Please contact Jane Harmon
via rbhistory1@gmail.com if you have questions
or would like to volunteer.
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All of Past Speakers Series videos can by found on our YouTube
channel. Go to YouTube.com and search RB Historical Society.

THANKS 2019 PANCAKE FESTIVAL
SPONSORS
Silver
- The Remington Club
- Windermere Homes &
Estates

- Courtyard Marriot
- Del Norte Honor Society
- Del Norte Key Club
- Elements Cafe
- Escondido History Center
Bronze
- Girl Scout Troop 8157
- Benchmark Mortgage
- Hamburger Factory
- Casa de las Campanas
- Jewel & Vine
- George Cooke
- Kiwanis Club RB
- North County Gymnastics
- Mt.Carmel Key Club
- Silvergate RB
- Nancy Canfield
Special Thanks
- The Original Pancake House
- Albertsons
- Rancho Bernardo Inn
- Barons Market
- Shea Realty
- Bernardo Moving & Storage - Youth Philharmonic
Orchestra
- Boy Scout Troop 685

THANKS TO OUR NEW MEMBERS
Mary & Bill Reinhardt
Karen & Kraig Marton
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